UPC Statement regarding Irish Pool Intervarsities 2015

Following the sudden closure of the Fairways Hotel in Dundalk we have worked very hard to find a replacement. It has not been easy as many suitable venues are not only booked on the original date but are booked through to Easter.

We are delighted to say that we have secured a deal with the Louis Fitzgerald Hotel, City West, Dublin on the original dates.

However, this has come at a price as the hotel's costs are higher than the Fairways and there are few, if any, realistic alternatives. Therefore we have no option but to do the following in an attempt to provide an event this season, the only alternative is to cancel the event:

1. Entry fees have to be increased;

2. The hotel's accommodation rate is higher than the Fairways and therefore accommodation costs will increase;

3. We will not be able to provide a prize fund for the Individual Championship, all entry fees are needed to pay for the event and to keep the two costs above down, for the benefit of everyone attending.

Even with these changes it is likely that the UPC will be subsidising this event to some extent this season from its UK events. We are happy to make this commitment this time as we know this event is highly valued and we want to secure its future.

In return we ask you all to demonstrate your support by entering the event in good numbers. If numbers are significantly down by the closing date next week then we will have no option but to cancel the event. Even if numbers are slightly down it will affect our ability to negotiate for 2016 as we look to lower costs again closer to previous levels. Alternatively, equal or even increased numbers will place us in a very strong position with more time to negotiate a better deal for students next season.

We have done what we can, the future of the event is in your hands!

Key dates:
Entries close: 28 January
Event registration: 12:00 Friday 06 February, 2015.
